Serotypes among Neisseria meningitidis serogroups B and C strains isolated in Canada.
Antisera made to prototype serogroup B strains of Neisseria meningitidis were used to serotype, by agar gel double diffusion, 262 meningococcal serogroups B and C strains isolated in Canada. The strains included 93 from patients and 169 from carriers. Serotype 2 was associated with 39 of 75 (52%) of group B strains and 14 of 18 (77.8%) of group C strains isolated from patients. The group B strains were mainly (87.2%) serotype 2b, while the majority (92.2%) of group C strains was serotype 2a. Other serotypes (including a new provisional serotype) represented 25.3 and 5.5% of groups B and C strains, respectively. The new serotype accounted for 13% of the group B strains. Approximately 23% of the strains isolated from patients were nontypable. The distribution of serotype 2, nontype 2 (other serotypes), and nontypable strains isolated from carriers was 2.1, 36.6, and 61.3%, respectively, for group B meningococci and 22.2, 29.6, and 48.25, respectively, for group C meningococci. Serotype 11 was the most prominent of the strains isolated from carriers. Approximately 7% of all the strains were multiple serotypes. Serotype 2 is an important virulence marker associated with meningococcal groups B and C disease in Canada, with serotypes 2a and 2b being markedly associated with groups C and B meningococcal disease, respectively.